CHAPTER IV.

POLITICAL  'WEITINGS.

WE have seen that a man who made a
spelling-book could be -a patriot in making
it; it is easy to believe that a patriot in
Webster's day could be a very active parti-
cipant in public affairs. There was as yet
no marked political class; every man of
education was expected to write, talk, and
act in politics, and Webster's temperament
and education were certain to make him in-
terested and active. He began very early
to have a hand in those letters to newspa-
pers which preceded the editorial article of
the modern newspaper. The printer of a
newspaper was substantially its editor, and
was likely to be a man engaged in public
affairs, but his paper was less the medium
for his own views than a convenient vehicle
for carrying the opinions and arguments of
lawyers, ministers, and others.

Webster began contributing to the " Con-

